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Dear Dr. McAllister: 

I am writing on behalf of the 1994 Gordon Conference on Hormone Action to ask 
you for your support for this annual meeting to be held August 14-19 at Kimball 
Union Academy in Meriden, New Hampshire. This meeting, which is being 
chaired by myself and Dr. Pamela Mellon, will emphasize state-of-the-art analysis of 
the role of hormones in the regulation of normal cellular function and in human 
disease. 

This is one of the few conferences that covers a wide spectrum of hormone action 
including discussion of hormones which act through plasma membrane receptors 
as well as hormones which act through intracellular receptors. Ten sessions are 
planned which will cover a cross section of hormone action. As you will see from 
the enclosed program, topics will focus on the molecular aspects of signal 
transduction whether through classical membrane receptors/ growth factor 
receptors, or steroid hormone receptors: The latest and most powerful techniques 
used to study this process will be presented including gene knockouts, 
electrophysiology and single cell imaging. We are pleased that 31 outstanding 
scientists have accepted invitations to present their work at this conference. I have 
enclosed a list of the speakers and their topics to provide a feeling for the high 
quality, mutidisciplinary nature of the meeting. 
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As you may know, the Gordon Conference has limited internal funds to support 
these meetings, and rather,, depends on contributions from federal and private 
corporations. Thus, it is necessary to raise a substantial amount of money to be able 
to provide support for the travel and registration expenses of the invited speakers 
on the program. The total cost of this meeting including travel support for speakers 
and scholarship support for about 16 students and young investigators is estimated 
to be close to $51,000. The Gordon Conference Office provides $15,000 and I need to 
raise the remainder from public and private sources. 

Meetings such as this provide a core of exchange between scientists and facilitate the 
progress of science by providing information exchange at an international level. 
They serve an essential cause and we hope that you can both appreciate their 
importance and would be willing to contribute to their success. We would welcome 
applications from members of your scientific staff who would like to attend and we 
are encouraging attendees to submit abstracts for the Poster Session. 

We are looking forward to an excellent program and stimulating discussions. Your 
support for the meeting can be sent directly to Dr. Alexander Cruickshank, Director, 
Gordon Research Conferences, Gordon Research Center, University of Rhode 
Island, Kingston, Rhode Island 02881-0801. We will appreciate greatly any financial 
assistance that you are willing to provide. Such contributions will be acknowledged 
in the final program. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


Sincerely, 

Stanley McKnight 
Professor of Pharmacology 
TEL: 206-543-7485, 

FAX: 206-685-3822 

Email: mcknight@u.washington.edu 
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